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A.ﬂiing, if it is to be called such, must occupy some duration beyond the present moment, and hence
succession is essential. The thing, to be at all, must be the same after a change, and the change mﬁst, to
some-extent, be predicated of the thing. If you suppose a case so simple as the movement of an atom, that
 is enough for our purpose. For, if this “thing” does not move, there is no motion. But, if it moves, then
succession is predicéted of it, and the thing is a bond of identity in differences. And, firrther, this identity
is ideal, since it consists in the content, or in the ‘what we are able to say of the thing’. For raise the doubt
at the end of our atom’s process, if the atom is the same. The question raised cannot be answered without
an appeal to its character. It is different in one respect—namely, the change of place; but in another
respect—that of its own character—it remains the same. And this respect is obviously identical content.

<F. H. Bradley, Appearance and Reality: A Metaphysical Essay, reprinted ninth impression of second
edition, Oxford University Press, 1955, p. 62, 1. 3 -1.20>
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"Care: History of the Notion of Care" in: ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIOETHICS revised
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