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Writing a ‘Transnational’ History—From Scottsboro to Munich: Race and Political Culture in 1930s Britain
Susan D. Pennybacker
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(3) Niall Ferguson, Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World, London, 2004, p. 363.
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I II
De Camptown ladies sing dis song We march along with a merry song,
Doodah, Doo-dah! Doodah, Doodah
De Camptown Race-track five miles long || We're all going strong and we shan’t be
Oh, doodah-day! long.
I come down dah wid my hat cav'd in Doodle, doodle, doo-dah-day
Doodah, Doo-dah! We're out to see that an end shall be
I go back home wid a pocket full ob tin Doodah, Doodah,
Oh, doodah-day! Of poverty and tyranny,
Gwine to run all night! Doodle, doodle doo-dah-day.
Gwine to run all day! Going to work all night,
I'll bet my money on de bobtail nag Going to work all day,
Somebody bet on de bay... Till the profit system’s all washed up,
Doodle, doodle doo-dah-day.
The Labor Party Songbook: every-day songs for
labor festivals (London: The Labour Party, Workers' Music Association pamphlet (circa,
Transport House, 1933) courtesy, Labour History 1936) courtesy, Labour History Study Centre,
Study Centre, Central Lancashire University. Central Lancashire University.
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(4) William Heard, From Slavery to the Bishopric in the AME, New York, 1969, p. 6o.
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(5)  7he Labour Party Songbook every-day songs for labor festivals, London, 1933, Song 30, p. 7; Stephen Collins Foster, Plantation
Melodies, 1888; C. A. White, I'se Gwine back to Dixie: Companion to “Old Home Aint What Is Used to Be,” Boston, 1874;
Workers Music Association Songsheet, “Doo-Dah-Day,” London, n.d. I i5¢#EE) (&, > F = A X —DRRELE
)t (People’s History Museum) PN, 57852 Hff7%+tz > 2 — (The Labour History and Study Centre: LHASC) 123 %,

(6) Workers Music Association, Songsheet, “Doo-Dah-Day,” London, n.d. (LHASC).
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From the death cell here in Kilby Prison, eight of us Scottsboro Boys is writing this to you. We have
been sentenced to die for something we ain’t never done. Us poor boys been sentenced to burn up on

@)
the electric chair for the reason we is workers-and the color of our skin is black... What we guilty of ?
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(7)  “Scottsboro Boys Appeal from Death Cells to the Toilers of the World,” 7he Negro Worker, May 1932, cited in Philip S.

Foner and Herbert Shapiro, American Communism and Black Americans: a documentary history, 1930-1934, Philadelphia, 1991,

pp- 292-93.
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(8)  “Fascist Terror against Negroes in Germany,” 7he Negro Worker, vol. 3, no. 4-5, April-May, 1933, p. 1.
(9)  Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History (RGASPI), Moscow 495/155/98, p. 1.
(10)  George Padmore, “Abyssinia Betrayed by the League of Nations,” 7he Crisis, June, 1937, p. 166.
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(11)  George Padmore, “Labour Trouble in Jamaica,” 7he Crisis, Sept. 1938, p. 287.

(12)  1d., Pan-Africanism or Communism: the coming struggle for Africa, New York, 1956.

(13)  Lady Simon Papers, Rhodes House Library (Oxford), MSS. Brit. Emp., s. 25 13/5, “Abyssinia.”
(14)  George Padmore, How Britain Rules Africa, London, 1936, pp. 386, 393, and 395.
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(15) James R. Hooker, Black Revolutionary, New York and London, 1967, p. 53 & D 5[H,
(16)  Fabian Colonial Bureau papers, Rhodes House Library (Oxford), 2/3, item 34, “The Colonial Question,” International

Affairs, 1938, p. 7.
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(17)  Panchanan Saha, Shapurgi Saklatvala, Delhi, 1970, p. 12. Hansard, House of Commons, vol. 186/705-19 & D 5| Fo
(18) RGASPI 495/100/938, p. 208.
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(19)  World Committee for the Victims of German Fascism, 7he Brown Book of the Hitler Terror, London, 1933.
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(25)  George Padmore, Pan-Africanism or Communism: the coming struggle for Africa, London, 1956, p. 126.
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