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1. Introduction

The former Japanese Army had made many maps
of Asia-Pacific areas up to the end of the Second
World War. These maps have been called generally
gaihozus (maps of foreign areas), because they
mostly illustrate the areas outside Japan proper. At
present the maps of former Japanese colonies, such
as Taiwan and Korea, made by non-military organi-
zation are also included in the category of gaihozu.

Just after the end of the Second World War, the
Japanese Army incinerated ga/hozus, because most
of them had been classified as secret and seemed to
become crucial evidence in the war criminal trials.
However, some part of them, which survived this
massive destruction, have been kept in libraries and
geographical departments of universities in Japan
and former Allied Nations.

The gaihozus have been pursued by a few re-
searchers as materials of historical cartography.
However new interests in them came to emerge
among geographers and cartographers along with
the progress of the studies on the relation between
map making and the formation of the modern state
(Thongchai, 1994; Edney, 1997) as well as on envi-
ronmental changes in Asia-Pacific areas. The areas
mapped were extended with the expansion of
military activities and colonial rule. Cartographical
surveys were also expanded and reorganized with
these rapid changes. Accordingly, gaihiozus are one
of the most important source materials to trace this
process. In addition, they seem to have a potential
as data to reconstruct environmental change in
Asia-Pacific areas. As most of the gaihozus are to-
pographical maps of medium scale, they record the
past landscape of areas concerned. It was recently
realized as necessary to begin systematic research
on the gaihozus.
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The purpose of this symposium was to report and
discuss the progress of research on galhozus since
2002, when the research group was organized with
the assistance of the Grant-in-Aid of the Japan Soci-
ety for the Promotion of Science.

2. Overview of the Symposium

The symposium consisted of nine presentations
and general discussion. The first presentation was
introductory and the final one summarized the
achievements.

Scope of the Study of Gaihozu, Topographic
Maps of the Areas outside Japanese Territory
Prepared by Former Japanese Army
TAMURA Toshikazu
Three research fields were proposed as the study
of the gaihozus. The first is the interpretation of
landscape depicted on the maps in relation to carto-
graphical techniques. The second is to trace the ex-
pansion and technical changes of cartographic sur-
vey of the former Japanese Army in relation to its
strategic change. Duplication of the foreign maps
such as those of British East Indies by Japanese
Army should be scrutinized. Secret surveys in China
and Korea by Japanese spy surveyors are also im-
portant research subjects. The third field concerns
the transfer of the gaihozus since the end of the Sec-
ond World War. Some part of the gaihozus stored at
the Headquarters of the Japanese Army was taken
out secretly for future academic research by univer-
sity researchers. These garhozus are the most im-
portant source of the collections of geographical de-
partments in Japanese universities. Besides, many
galihozus were brought to the United States and
some of them are found in libraries and universities



of North America and the United Kingdom. It is still
necessary to elucidate these transfer processes in or-
der to advance the future researches.

Japanese Military Maps in the Possession of
Tohoku University, Kyoto University and Ocha-
nomizu University, and Their Inventory
WATANABE Nobutaka, YAMAMURA Aki,
OURA Mizuyo and TAKATSUKI Yukie
Geographical departments of Tohoku University,
Kyoto University and Ochanomizu University each
have large collections of ga/hozus. In this presenta-
tion, the progress of the work to make catalogues of
these gaihozus was reported. The preparation of the
catalogue of Tohoku University was started in 1995
and its printing was completed in March 2003. It
contains the inventory of 12,282 gaihozus with in-
formation on the name, scale, latitude and longitude,
size, number of colors, and organization for survey-
ing and printing of each sheet. Laborious work was
necessary to select these items and to inventory each
map. Many duplicates of foreign maps are found
among them. The catalogue of Kyoto University in
preparation will contain the inventory of 12,693
gaihozus with information of the same kind. Most of
them overlap with those of Tohoku University partly
because of the exchange of maps between them. The
number of gaihozus of Ochanomizu University
amounts to about 16,000 and its inventory will bring
us new information on the gaifiozus, which had been
stored in the Headquarters of the Japanese Army at
the end of Second World War.

Genealogy of Japanese Military Maps Pos-
sessed by Public Institutions in Japan and
Overseas Countries
HISATAKE Tetsuya and IMAZATO Satoshi
After most of the Japanese military organizations
were dissolved in 1945 by the Allies, many varieties
of Japanese military maps, including the gashozus,
survived and were distributed among several re-
search institutions in Japan, while some of them
were transferred to many kinds of institutions and
libraries of such overseas countries as the US, UK,
and Canada. The authors attempted to trace the
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diffusing process of the ga/hozus among Japanese
institutions as well as into overseas countries.

They reported here tentatively a result of re-
search on the process of distribution of the gaihozu
maps into Japanese institutions, thanks to the de-
tailed records of former Professor Tatsuro Asai at
Ochanomizu University, who was in charge of the
transfer of the gaifiozus brought secretly from the
Headquarters of the Japanese Army into the Insti-
tute for the Science of Natural Resources, before
requisition by the Allies. He recorded almost 50,000
sheets of gaihozu in total transferred from the insti-
tute to more than 20 institutions and universities as
well as to public libraries.

They also found other routes of diffusion of the
gaihozus from the Headquarters of the Japanese
Army to several departments of Japanese universi-
ties: one was to the department of geography of To-
hoku University, the other to that of the University
of Tokyo, through the hands of Professor H.
Tanakadate and Professor S. Kiuchi respectively.

Meanwhile, they continued to investigate the dif-
fusing process of the gaihozus from Japan to US
institutions and libraries such as Library of Con-
gress, American Geographical Society Map Collec-
tions deposited at Golda Meir Library of University
of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, Map Collections of
Clark University and so forth.

Based on the information they could get at such
institutions and libraries, some gas/houzu maps were
transferred, after requisition at Japan as well as
from many semi-public or governmental organiza-
tions as Southern Manchuria Railroad Company,
Toua Dobun Shoin or a Japanese educational insti-
tution located at China, to the US universities and
libraries via Army Map Service (AMS) and Wash-
ington Document Center (WDC), probably by the
hands of geographically trained military intelligent
officers.

The Research Committee on Military Geography
in 1945 and Japanese Military Maps

KANAKUBO Tositomo

The documents of Mr. Tadashi Watanabe, who

had been the staff officer of the Second Section of the



Headquarters of the Japanese Army, were presented.

They includes source materials on the activity of
academic geographers in the military intelligence
service, on the matter of the disposal of secret maps
such as gaihozus after the end of the Second World
War, and on the process of organizational transfer of
the Imperial Japanese Land Survey from the Japa-
nese Army to the Japanese Ministry of Home Af-
fairs.

In May, 1945, Major Watanabe, who was in charge
of intelligence service, organized a research group on
military geography in order to provide information
for the defense strategy against the Allies’ invasion
to mainland Japan. According to his documents,
several leading geographers in Japanese universi-
ties participated in this group. The orders of the
Headquarters of the Japanese Army for the massive
destruction of secret maps after the surrender of
Japan are also included in his documents. Major
Watanabe played a significant role also at the or-
ganizational transfer of the Imperial Japanese Land
Survey to the Ministry of Home Affairs. Having had
concern about the dissolution of this department,
which had been a military organization, he proposed
to convert it to a non-military office before the entry
of the Allies. The draft of his letter to recommend
the conversion written on August 17, 1945, 2 days
after the surrender, is an important document to
understand post war development of the present
Geographical Survey Institute. The role of Major
Watanabe was also remarkable in the preservation
of the ga/hozus in Japanese universities. He called
researchers in universities to take out the gaihozus
stored at the Headquarters of the Japanese Army
for future research.

The Process of Japanese Mapping of Korea,
1895-1945
TANIYA Satoko

The process of Japanese mapping of Korea up to
1945 was reviewed.

The secret survey of Korea started in 1895, after
the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war. The Japa-
nese Army organized the Provisional Map Survey to
survey Korea, Liaodong Peninsula, and Taiwan.
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However surveying in Korea met with obstacles
such as the resistance of nationalistic Korean people
and the severe climate. With the outbreak of the
Russo-Japanese War in 1904, the Provisional Map
Survey was again organized and the mapping area
was extended. Since 1908,
adopted in order to improve the accuracy of the sur-
vey. After the Annexation of Korea in 1910, the Gov-
ernment-General in Korea organized the Special

triangulation was

Land Surveying Agency as a non-military organiza-
tion mainly for the establishment of modern land-
ownership along with the registration of lands and
cadastral survey. This agency produced also topog-
raphical maps on the basis of triangulation. In 1918,
it completed 724 sheets of 1/50,000 map to cover
whole areas of Korea.

The Secret Survey of Chiyokichi Murakami in the
Provisional Map Survey, 1905-1907
USHIGOE Kuniaki

Chiyokichi Murakami (1876-1938) was a field sur-
veyor of the Japanese Army and engaged in a secret
survey of Korea and China from 1905. 24 of his 32
volumes of memorandum books, which contain the
records of secret survey up to 1932, are one of the
most important source materials on the military
survey of the Japanese Army in Asia. In this presen-
tation, results of the analysis of the first two vol-
umes of his memorandum book were reported. They
contain the many toponyms of his survey sites and
diaries of his activities in certain parts.

The career of Chiyokichi Murakami as field sur-
veyor started in 1900, when he was employed in the
Special Land Survey Agency in Taiwan. In May
1905, he was employed in the Provisional Map Sur-
vey of the Japanese Army and directly dispatched to
Korea. The first volume of his memorandum book
covers from the surveying in northern Korea during
1905 and at the environs of Liaoyang, China, during
1906. There was found an episode in which Russian
cavalry soldiers chased him and his colleagues in
October 1905. In March 1907, when the Provisional
Map Survey was reorganized to extend mapping
area, he was appointed the leader of a small sur-
veying group as the surveyor of the Imperial Japa-



nese Land Survey and dispatched to Inner Mongolia.

In September 1907, “bandits” attacked his group
and one of his staff was Killed.

On the Map Making of Japanese Field Forces at
WW I
TANAKA Hiromi

Map-making of Japanese Army during the Second
World War reflects the extension of the battlefield in
Asia-Pacific Areas. Since the 19t century, the Japa-
nese Army had been accumulating geographical
information about China. During the Sino-Japanese
War from 1937, the duplication of maps prepared by
military land survey agencies of the Republic of
China was carried out, along with the surveying by
its field forces on a large scale.

After the breakout of the Pacific War in 1941, the
duplication of maps made by colonial agencies of the
European and American Powers was necessary not
only for military activity but also for the administra-
tion of occupied areas. In the Philippines, the
Photo-Printing Team of the 14t Army Corps edited
maps from those made by American Army by chang-
ing their scale. The survey agency of the Malay Mili-
tary Government integrated the style of maps made
by British colonial survey. The Java Military Gov-
ernment utilized the maps made by Dutch colonial
survey and carried out triangular surveying in lim-
ited areas.

After the extension of the battlefield to New
Guinea and the Solomon lIslands, geographical in-
formation was limited and the Japanese Army had
only that of the coastline. The Photo-Printing Team
and Survey-Printing Team of the 8t Theater Army
Corps located in Labaul, New Britain not only du-
plicated captured maps from the Allies but also tried
to make new maps by aerial photogrammetry. How-
ever from August 1943, when the activity of Ameri-
can Air Force strengthened, aerial reconnaissance
for photogrammetry became difficult. The maps cap-
tured also were not suitable for military operation
because of their small scale such as 1/200,000 and
1/500,000.

These processes suggest that the Japanese Army
participated in the Second World War almost with-

102

out adequate geographical information in extending
battlefields. They also reflect that it had neither
clearly organized plan nor sufficient preparation for
the war.

Characteristics of the Aerial Photos Taken by the
Former Japanese Army and Their Applicabilities
NAGASAWA Ryota, IMAZATO Satoshi

and WATANABE Rie

In 2002, the authors found more than 2,000 aerial
photos of east-central China, which had presumably
been taken by the Japanese Army around 1942, at
the US Library of Congress, Washington D.C. In
2003, they digitally scanned 723 sheets of these pho-
tos so as to be used with GIS for tentative analysis of
landscape change. In this presentation, the results
of the analysis were reported.

According to the flame-size (about 30x 30cm), the
photos might be taken with the camera RMLP20 of
made in Germany(the focal
200.13mm). The locations of the shooting were
searched according to the toponyms of the Anhui
Province and the Jiangsu Province written on the
envelopes of the photos. Comparing with the latest
satellite images, the authors found the exact loca-
tions of considerable number of them. They also
made the geometrical correction to the mosaic of
photos on the basis of ETM images (UTM, WGS84),
and specified their scale to be approximately
1/20,000. Landscape changes of large scale were
identified in the preliminary comparison of the pho-
tos with satellite images of Wuha in Anhui Province.

This sort of aerial photos taken by the Japanese

Zeiss distance:

Army in Asia-Pacific areas are also deposited under
unorganized conditions at the National Archives at
Washington, DC. They would surely contribute not
only to reconstruct the process of making the
gaihozus but also to study landscape changes in
Asia-Pacific areas for these several decades.

A Retrospective on the Study concerning

Japanese Military Maps of Asia and Pacific Areas

KOBAYASHI Shigeru

The activity of the research group of the gaihozu
was generally reviewed.



First, this group could identify collections of the
gaihozus deposited in many institutions. Such insti-
tutions might be found in the other former Allies
such as China and Russia in the near future. It also
made good progress in making the inventory of the
gaihozus. The catalogue of Tohoku University was
completed and those of Kyoto University and
Ochanomizu Women's University are now in prepa-
ration. They will greatly facilitate the studies con-
cerning galhozus.

Second, this group traced the origins of the
gaihozus of many institutions. The work of Prof.
Takamasa Nakano of Tokyo Metropolitan Univer-
sity and Prof. Kazuo Mitsui of Hosei University to
bring out the ga/hozus from the Headquarters of the
Japanese Army in September 1945 was recognized
to be important for the reservation of those in the
Institute for the Sciences of Natural Resources.

Third, this group found exact clues to approach
the process of making the gaihozus, although the
important documents and materials had been lost
through the massive destruction just after the end of
the Second World War. The reports of Taniya,
Ushigoe and Tanaka in this workshop suggested
that we have still many possible materials toward
the study of the activities of the Japanese surveyors,
which had been concealed as military secrets.

Fourth, this group could get several perspectives
to utilize the gaihozus for research in the near fu-
ture. They will be indispensable not only for the area
study, but also for the research of environmental
changes in Asia-Pacific Areas. The presentation of
Nagasawa, Imazato and Watanabe in this workshop
was one of the examples of this kind of research.

3. General Discussions

Three researchers commented on the presenta-
tions. HASEGAWA Kaoji reported about the garhiozus
in UK, which have been gradually transferred from
the Ministry of Defense to the British Map Library.
He also commented on the materials concerning the
Japanese Army in the Imperial War Museum.
NAGAOKA Masatoshi commented on the impor-
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tance of index maps of gaihozus before and during
the Second World War, and pointed out that it is
necessary to study the military maps made in for-
eign countries such as the former Soviet Union and
US. SHIMIZU Yasuo commented that the term
gaihozu was used originally in 1884 to distinguish
them from maps of inland Japan.

The other participants pointed out the necessity of
collaboration with Korean and Chinese researchers,
and the study of private companies such as Manshu
Koku (Manchu Airline), which contracted for aerial
photogrammetry and map-making in Asia- Pacific
areas.

The organizers were convinced that this workshop
succeeded to arouse the concern on the gaihozus not
only among the researchers of the history of geogra-
phy and cartography but also among the students of
foreign areas including physical geographers.



Scope of the study on Gaihozu, topographic maps of the areas outside Japanese territory
prepared by former Japanese Army

Toshikazu TAMURA (Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University)

Keywords: Gaihozu, Japanese military maps, old topographic map, free access to map information
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The GAIHOUZU, is possessed by Tohoku University, Kyoto University and Ochanomizu University, and
it's catalogs

Nobutaka WATANABE (TAMURA P&O Co., Ltd.), Aki YAMAMURA (Aichi prefectural Univ.), Mizuyo
OOURA (Graduate student, Ochanomizu Univ.), Yukie TAKATSUKI (Graduate student, Ochanomizu Univ.)
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Genealogy of Japanese military maps possessed by public institutions in Japan and

overseas countries

Tetsuya HISATAKE (Konan Univ.)  Satoshi IMAZATO (Osaka Kyoiku Univ.)

Key words: Japanese military maps, American Geographical Society Map Collection, Library of Congress,
British Library, Surveying Section of Japanese Army, Institute for Science of Natural
Resources
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The Research Committee of Military Geography in 1945 and Japanese military maps

Tositomo Kanakubo (Aero Asahi Corporation)

Key words The General Staff Office The plan of operations against U.S. invasion to Japan in 1945
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The process of Japanese mapping of Korea, 1895-1945

Satoko TANIYA (Osaka Univ.)

Keywords: The Korean Peninsula, Japanese military maps, Military spy, Land Survey in Colonial Korea
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The secret surve of Chiyokichi

Kuniaki

Ushigoe

Murakami in the Provisional Map Survey,

1905-1907

Keyword: Japanese military maps, The Provisional Map Survey, Secret survey in Korea and China,
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On the map making of Japanese field forces at WW

Hiromi Tanaka (National Defense Academy)

Keywords: Former Japanese Army, Field forces, The Second Sino-Japanese War, The Pacific War, Map making,
Aeria survey,
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Characteristics of the Aerial Photos taken by Former Japanese Army and their Applicabilities

*

Ryota NAGASAWA (Tottori Univ.) Satoshi IMAZATO (Osaka Kyoiku Univ.) Rie WATANABE (Osaka Univ.)

Keywords Former Japanese Army Aeria Photos, Library of Congress China Photo Interpretation
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A retrospect on the study concerning Japanese military maps of Asia and Pacific Areas

( )
Shigeru Kobayashi (Osaka University)

Keywords: Former Japanese Army, Map making, Inventory of maps, Aerial photos, Landscape change
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