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Chinese Military Students at the Training School of the Japanese Land Survey
Department , 1904-1911

It has been pointed out that modern
cartographical technology was transferred between
Japan and China from the middle of the 19th
century to the beginning of the 20th Century. In the
latter half of the 19t century, Japanese surveyors
learned modern cartography not only from Western
engineers but also from the Chinese versions of
surveying books (Takagi 1940, Fujii 1964) 1. At the
beginning of the 20t century, Chinese military
students were admitted at the Training School ({&
AN of the Japanese Land Survey Department (32t
&) and studied cartographical technology. At
the same time, Japanese surveyors were invited to
China for the instructions on map making
technology and trained Chinese youth at military
schools ( (FIEMFEN) fREEZEE SR 2002: 522-524,
Watanabe and Kobayashi 2004). The purpose of this

paper is to make a summarized report of the

1 They are translations of the Chinese translations of the
English originals. The original of Kogun Sokukai (17|
##and Kogun Sokuzu (fT#HIE) is the Chinese version of
Lendy’s A Practical Course of Military Surveying including the
Principles Topographical Drawing (1864) prepared by John
Fryer ({7, 1839-1928) and #i7c4£(1840-1902) at the
Jiangnan Arsenal GTFHE5ER) in 1973. That of Sokuchi Ezu
(HIHH&ED is the translation of Frome’s Outline of the Method
of Conducting a Trigonometrical Survey for the Formation of
Geographical and Topographical Maps and Plans (1862)
prepared by Fryer and Xu Shou (7, 1818-1884) at the same
institution. The translation of Chinese versions was easier for
Japanese surveyors than direct translation of English
originals in this period (Kobayashi and Watanabe 2008).
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education of Chinese military students and their
career after leaving the Training School of the
Land Survey It
noteworthy that from the graduates of this school,

Japanese Department. 18
leaders of the Chinese Revolution of 1911 appeared

besides leading cartographers in new Chinese army.

1. The Training School of the Japanese Land Survey
Department

The Japanese Land Survey Department was
established in 1888 as an independent department
under the General Staff Office of Japanese Army
after the repeated reorganization. Its task was the
preparation of maps for military use concerning
Japan and neighboring countries. However the
maps of the interior except strategic zones were
opened for civilian use since 1887. The Training
School of the department was established formally
in 1889 and the first students completed the course
in 1890.

Under the influence of the Westernization
Movement (F£7%51%8)), Chinese students increased in
Japan after the Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895).
They were admitted not only in universities and
technical schools but also in schools such as military
academy and the Training School of the Japanese
Land Survey Department. For the students to be
admitted in military schools, a preparatory school
called Shinbu Gakko (R #%) was established in
1903 under the agreement between Chinese envoy

and Japanese government. For the admission of this



school, students were required to submit letters of
recommendation in order to prevent the entrance of
youth who participated in revolutionary movements.

Only the graduates of the Shinbu Gakko were
admitted to the Training School. The requests for
admission of Chinese students were submitted from
Chinese envoy to Japanese Army through the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The authors compiled
the list of students from the rolls of names of
applicants with their native places attached to these
Diplomatic Record Office,
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affaires and the list of

documents in the

of the
photographs of the students in the possession of

graduates Training School. Souvenir
Osaka University were also referred (Watanabe and
Kobayashi 2007). 126 students were admitted from
1904 to 1909 (Table 1).

In the Training School, students admitted chose
one of three courses: the Trigonometric Survey (=4
#P), the Landform Survey (MY, or the Drafting
and Printing (f[X/#}). Fundamental subjects of
cartography such as geometry (% {1 %%) and
Trigonometry (=f4%) were included as common
subjects (Table 2).

Table 1: The list of Chinese Students at the Training School
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Table 2: The carriculam of the Training School
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Besides, field trips were organized for training.
Fig. 1 is a souvenir photo of five students (Bizz8% [Z=
K] - 2EHE DLPEE] - S0t (Pave] - BRpEE (e
) - R (WIRF4] ) admitted in 1907. All of them
studied in the course of drafting and printing.

Another souvenir photo was taken at the
graduation of students in 1910 (Fig. 2). At the center
in the front row, the head of the Land Survey
Department, the major General Okubo is found.
Two men with Chinese cloths beside Okubo are the
supervisors of Chinese students (s EEE: 28
16 ; KPS, The other men with swords in the front

row are executive army officers of the Department.
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Fig. 2: The souvenir photo of the graduation of students in
1910

Technical experts of the Department are found
behind them. Two ranks among experts are
observed: the surveying engineers GHEfif) and the
surveyor registered (HII&7). Young men with school
cap are the Chinese students. The students seen in
Fig. 1 are found owing to the memo written on the
back of the photo (Fig.3).

The education of Chinese students at the Training
School of the Japanese Land Survey Department
came to an end after the beginning of the Chinese
Revolution in 1911, because the students hoped to
return to China and to participate in political and
military activities.



Fig. 3: The back of the souvenir photo of the graduation of
students in 1910

2. The Career of Students after Leaving the

Training School

Concerning the career of Chinese students after
leaving the Training School, the record on the back
of souvenir photos (Fig. 3) deserve to be scrutinized.
On the right of the names of some students, their
positions in the revolutionary army in 1911 are
written. In the case of Huang Hu (&5¥, 1880-1936),
the note ‘ FIFEMESE is observed. He played an
important role to organize young Chinese students
at the Shinbu Gakko. At the time of the Chinese
Revolution in 1911, he was the chief of the staff in
the troops of Chen Qimei (#H:35) in Shanghai. It is
well known that Huang Fu was actively involved in
the political arena of the Republican China
subsequently (Boorman et al. ed. 1968: 187-192). .
On 28 (1877-7), the note is JLFHESHE . He
was appointed as the governor of Jiangxi Province
by Sun Yixian (fRifll) (£ FE#, 1991 1092).
Concerning MR (1878-1925), the comment is T
VEEEAVER. He also took a part in military affairs in
the Jiangxi Province. Similarly, in the souvenir
photo of the graduate in 1909, the note on G L
(1883-1913) is ‘#&fll / (2)FEIE’. He was a senior
adjutant of the Huang Xing (1874-1916) in Wuhan.

These notes seem to have been written by a
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Japanese staff of the Land Survey Department and
are not always correct. However they suggest that
Japanese staffs were interested in the careers of
Chinese graduates in relation to the Chinese
Revolution in 1911.

Concerning the political activity of Chinese
students, it should be noted that the name of Chen
Qimei (BHHEZE) is found in the list of the students
admitted in 1905. On his stay in Japan, it is said
that he studied police law and enrolled in a military
school (BU“##%) since 1906 (Boorman et al. ed.
1967: 163-165, #5, 1991: 1029). Taking this fact
into consideration, his activity in Japan in those
days will be another topic of research.

The careers of Chinese students after leaving the
Training School in map making are traced in Table 3.
They seem to have had been appointed as the
teacher of the surveyors’ school and surveying
institutions of their home provinces soon after
returning China.

In addition to the students’ activities
cartography, their position in the Land Survey
Commission (FRFAFHEEZE®) after 1915 should be

mentioned. The government in Beijing organized

in

this Commission in order to establish modern land
ownership and to prepare cadastres and cadastral
maps. In that commission, six graduates of the
training school (BRERFE[Z G H0 M & 7 K ], BRamse
B FE]L Bl [SHHE RS RE—
Rl ZEEIZHME NS B E]L &
M E AN RE R R] FFEENEY
¥ K 1) were appointed among 30 members.
Although the plan of the commission was failed soon
after the start of the experimental trial, these
cartographers seems to have had been expected to
play an important role in the cartographic works of
land survey (Sasagawa 2002: 23-32).

The transfer of map making technology between
Japan and China by the Chinese students visited
Japan and the Japanese surveyors dispatched to



China looks like an ephemeral episode because of its
the
Comparing the

short-lived nature. However technology

transferred ingrained in China.

topographical maps made in the Republic of China

with those of contemporary Japan, we have found

similarity in several important points.

Table 3: The careers of Chinese students after leaving the Training School
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