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Japanese Imperial Maps of the Meiji Era . Analysis of the
explanatory notes and legends

1. Japanese Imperial Maps of the Meiji era in the Library of Congress
collection

2. The Japanese Imperial Maps of China in the Meiji Era

3. The Japanese Imperial Maps of the Korean Peninsula in the Meiji Era

4. The explanatory notes and legends

5. Conclusion

In the process of researching Japanese Imperial maps, it was found that
many maps prepared by Japanese Imperial Army were housed in the Library
of Congress in Washington, D.C. USAL We investigated them and found a lot
of maps of foreign countries which had been drawn by the Japanese army
officers in the Meiji Era2. Our research revealed the fact that Japanese
military officers, though their methods were rudimentary, got information in
China and the Korean Peninsula and prepared maps before the
establishment of the Imperial Land Survey for the Sino-Japanese Wars3.

These maps are important materials for providing geographic
information about the past. In this presentation, I will give an overview of
Japanese Imperial Maps of the Meiji Era, focusing on an analysis of the
explanatory notes and legends. Since the notes offer text, they are valuable
as materials which tell us the backgrounds of the map makers.

The explanatory notes of the maps of China show when and where
surveyors investigated for making the map. And the information is offered
what kind of scale was adopted, and how makers surveyed the land. In the
legends, villages, castles and roads are particularly important because they
were drawn in most maps. They were classified according to the feature still
more detail. There is a possibility that Common way of drawing of legends
had been established around 1884. Same can be said about the maps of
China and the Korean Peninsula.
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