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SUMMARY

The Maps of East Asia Prepared by Japanese Military during the
First Half of the Meiji Era

Shigeru KoBayasHr, Satoko Okapa and Rie WATANABE

After the Meiji Restoration in 1868, Japanese military started
the preparation of maps of East Asian countries. In the first stage, it
depended heavily on the geographical information from foreign countries,
because of the long national isolation during the Tokugawa period. Some
maps from foreign countries were duplicated, whereas the other ones
were compiled on the basis of traditional Chinese and Korean maps in
combination with modern maps and charts made by Western countries.
Accompanying longitude and latitude derived from modern maps and
charts, the latter ones seem to be surveyed drawings in appearance.

The authors classified these maps into four groups. The first is those
made in early stage. Most of them were duplication of maps and charts
of China made by Western countries with place-names written in kana
and kanji converted from alphabet. However, one map of Korea and its
sequel were compilation from Korean and Chinese maps and British and
the US. charts. It is noteworthy that this map of Korea was reproduced
in Germany and in the United States converting the place-names to
alphabet in order to fill the demand for geographical information of this
seclusionist country.

The second group is the maps prepared for the Japanese expedition
to Taiwan in 1874 and includes the Japanese translation of the map of
its southern end provided by the US. diplomat, Charles Le Gendre. The
third is maps of the Asian continent drawn on a small scale. Most of
them were compiled from maps and charts of various countries and put
on the sale. Provincial maps of China compiled from Chinese maps and
British charts constitute the fourth group.

Japanese army dispatched young officers to China since 1879 and to
Korea since 1883 in order to survey the central places and main routes.
Their field trips and surveying were carried out on the basis of some of
the maps examined in this paper.
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