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Trying out Something New
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When I decided to go back to Japan for a second
year, I was not sure whether I wanted to go back to
Tokyo where I had spent my last exchange year or
whether [ wanted to try out something new. In the end,
I decided for the later because I remembered how
much I had enjoyed my one-week stay in Osaka
during my last exchange and I felt that it would be
great living there for a longer time once. I remembered
how helpful and nice the people and how great the
food had been. Being a big Harry Potter fan and
having the Universal Studios Japan with its Wizarding
World close by might have also been a deciding factor.

Here I am now at Osaka University and my first
semester is almost over already. But what a fun
semester it has been. My major goal for this exchange
was to increase my Japanese level as much as possible
and to get used to doing presentations in Japanese.
Being an exchange student here has proven very
worthwhile because not only are there language
classes for exchange students but I am also allowed to
take part in regular classes with Japanese students. In
the beginning, it was a bit scary to imagine having to
hold a thirty-minute presentation in class, but after
actually doing it, I feel a lot more confident and am
looking forward to challenging myself even more next
semester.

After classes are over, there is still much to do and to
see. Osaka University offers a wide variety of
extracurricular activities in all kinds of fields. I have
been a passionate volleyball player for ten year now,
so I was happy to learn that there was a competitive

girls’ volleyball club, which I joined promptly.

Practice is livelier than in Germany and exercises also
differ so it took some getting used to but now it is
great fun and I feel that I was able to grow again as a
player.

If I still have some energy left after classes and
practice, there are lots of places to visit: Umeda and
the Expo Memorial Park are close by for sightseeing,
fancy food or shopping and Kyoto, Nara and Kobe are
also easily accessible. Osaka has proven to be a great
choice and I plan to enjoy the rest of my stay to the
fullest.

First time wearing the volleyball club uniform
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