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Personal Experience of Studying at Osaka University

My name is Hong Yang. I am a doctoral
student majoring in philosophy and the history
of philosophy. This year marks my fifth year of
studying at Osaka University, since I came here as
a Research Student in 2019.

My study life did not start off smoothly. It took
me a long time to adapt and keep up with the
pace, both in terms of language and professional
knowledge. Almost everyone in the research
group worked very hard. And every semester
there was at least one opportunity to share the
research result at the seminar, which was both
pressure and excitement for me. On one hand,
I was not confident whether I could conduct
research using a foreign language. On the other
hand, whenever I learned something new through
other’s presentations and the intense debates, I
felt like my world view fundamentally changed,
which made me marvel at the wonders of
philosophy and encouraged me to persist. To this
day, I am still inspired and moved when acquiring
new knowledge. The years of studying at Osaka
University have become an opportunity for me to
reflect on what I want and learn to be honest with
myself.

Of course, no one can do research alone.
People around have provided me with great help
in academic and personal life. My fellow students
and I discuss our research topics together, and
we also occasionally have dinner, drinks, talk
about sports events or political news. My advisor
is a humorous and open-minded professor. He is
always there to help when we need assistance or
advice. Despite my limited Japanese proficiency,
often finding it difficult to express myself
accurately, everyone is patient and encourages me
to voice my opinions. I am sincerely grateful for
these kind and enthusiastic people.

My academic life also benefits from the

ang

convenient facilities and the pleasant environment
at Osaka University. The library here has a rich
collection. The delicious food offered by multiple
cafeterias and convenience stores on campus can
support a whole day of studying and researching.
The campus is adorned with a variety of flowers,
plants, and trees that create different landscapes
in different seasons. The cherry blossoms all
over the campus bloom with the start of the new
semester in spring. In autumn, golden leaves
dance over the ponds and courtyard.

Overall, I enjoy my study life at Osaka University.
I hope that everyone who considers coming here
will be pleased with the academic atmosphere and
enjoy exploring more possibilities of their life.

Overall, I recommend pursuing their studies
at Osaka University to people who have a plan
on how to utilize a degree from a top-ranking
Japanese institution, appreciate high academic

quality, are willing to invest in building social

relationships and are ideally fully funded.

Climbing mountain in Kyoto
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