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Between Research and Cultural Discovery :
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Cassan Sandra(Abt> - Y2 R3)
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My name is Cassan Sandra. After finishing the
first year of my master’s degree in France, I was
selected by my university (Paris Cité¢ University) to
spend my second year studying at The University
of Osaka.

This is actually my second experience as an
exchange student in Japan (during the last year
of my bachelor’s degree, I spent one year at Kobe
University). Coming back to Kansai region for a
second time felt familiar, and it helped me adjust
smoothly without too many surprises.

As a master degree exchange student at
Graduate School of Humanities/School of Letters,
most classes are taught in Japanese, so it is
necessary to have a fairly high level to follow
the courses. But the professors and students
have all been very welcoming. But if you are not
confident with your Japanese level there are also
many classes available in English at the Center
for Education in Liberal Arts and Sciences, which
I appreciate since I want to improve my English
skills as well.

As an exchange student (tokubetsu chokosei),
I can only enroll in master’s courses offered by
my department (except those from the Japanese
Linguistics program) and in courses provided by
the Liberal Arts Center. I am required to take
seven classes per semester.

In addition, I must take two classes each
semester with my academic advisor from The
University of Osaka. I am very glad I was told
and able to take them, as they are extremely
interesting, and the professor has been very
welcoming and supportive.

Alongside my coursework, I am writing my
master’s thesis for my French university. The

materials and resources offered by The University

of Osaka have been extremely helpful! The library
provides almost everything I need for my research
and it is conveniently located right next to the
Faculty of Letters building.

Outside of my academic work, I am also doing
my shukatsu (job-hunting) in Japan. Being a
student at The University of Osaka has been
reassuring, not only because of the university’s
reputation, but also because the university offers
a lot of support for international students going
through the job-hunting process.

As for location, this is as I said previously, my
second time living in Kansai, and I really feel
that it is one of the best regions for discovering
and going around Japan without taking hours to
get out the city. Whether by train or by bus, it is
easy to reach many places: Kobe, Kyoto, Nara,
and even more rural areas are all within short

distance. This makes it simple to explore both

well-known cultural sites and quieter local spots.
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Eikando in Kyoto
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