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Life at Osaka University

Being a student of Japanese language, [
had always wanted to experience studying in
a Japanese university. I could finally get this
opportunity at Osaka University's Graduate
School of Letters.

I had visited Japan once before in a short-term
study program, but this was my first time living
in Japan for a considerably long time. It was
also my first time in Osaka. Since the beginning
of my stay, [ was assisted greatly by the staff of
my department. I was provided accommodation
in a University hostel which proved very helpful
in the beginning. I was also provided with
various information about starting a new life in
Japan by the kind staff of my department.
Studying at Osaka University has been an
immensely enriching and fulfilling experience.
It was possible for me to experience University
as a normal Japanese student would and attend
classes with them. Most of my classes were
in Japanese. These classes were meant for
Japanese students and were a little difficult to
catch up to at first. Specially, participating in
discussions with students in Japanese was a bit
daunting but slowly I could build confidence
and participate to an extent. These experiences
provided me with an impetus to work hard on
my Japanese skills.

Osaka is also a very beautiful and comfortable
place to live in. Places like Kyoto and Nara
are easily accessible, which helps one gain a
thorough look into Japanese culture and history.
There are many activities available inside the
campus as well like mochi-making and tea
ceremony, hosted by the BSP, which provide
a great opportunity to interact with Japanese
students and learn about Japan. There are also
language cafes held throughout the year where
one can practice speaking Japanese or teach
one's own language to Japanese students.

Due to the Covid pandemic, daily life was

w#8 Wze BAxz Bakul Binjola

> 2

drastically changed not only in Japan but
throughout the world. To deal with the situation,
online classes were started in the university.
To avoid the spread of the virus, classroom
capacity was reduced and the windows were
kept open. Wearing masks is mandatory in the
campus now and all buildings are equipped with
alcohol sanitizers.

After a period in April and May, the university
library had reopened with a shorter working
time so students could study in comfort. The
university has been proactive in providing
information about the spread of virus and the
precautions to be taken.

All in all, my experience in Osaka University
has been a very enjoyable one. I highly
recommend anyone who has interest in
Japanese culture and language, as well as other
aspects of Japan to try and experience Japanese

university life first-hand.

With a Bunraku puppet doll after enjoying a
Bunraku show at the National Bunraku Theatre, Osaka
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