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Being a student of Japanese Literature, I

should have written this piece of writing in
Japanese and I would have loved to do so, but I
was intentionally asked to write in English.

An enthusiast of Mathematics and a lover of
playing with arithmetical calculation, I had
never imagined that I would be making my
career in literature and moreover in a foreign
literature. I must confess that I never liked
literature until I enrolled in to the university. I

always enjoyed solving the arithmetical prob-
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lems in different ways to find a way to solve it
in shortest time. But presently, no work gives
me as much joy as I get while analyzing a piece
of literature. Someone has rightly said that at
the end destiny drives your life.

My journey in Osaka University has been
pretty exciting, and enthralling experience. I
owe my gratitude towards my host family
(introduced by the International students’ help
desk of the university), very kind staffs as well
as supervisor and one and all. Being the first
ever Indian foreign student as well as Phd
researcher in the Department of Japanese Lit-
erature and History of Japanese Language and
Linguistics at Osaka University, has not only
been an honor for me but also a great sense of
responsibility. The department has given me
ample opportunities to nurture my skills. T
cannot express the feeling that I got when my
first research paper in Japanese language was
published in an academic Journal in Japan. Un-
doubtedly, it was not possible without the
proper guidance.

I have learned many things during my stay in
Osaka that in many cases directly influenced
me as an individual. The way they follow traffic
rules and teach their children to do the same.
Moreover, the most fascinating aspect is when

you find a pet dog standing at the traffic light

waiting for green light to cross the road. An-
other aspect that exerted me is the mode of vol-
unteer work carried out by many native people.
It influenced me so much that I decided to con-
tribute my bit; as a result I joined hands with
the volunteers at Minoh city to cooperate with
editing of the “Minoh Post”, a monthly bulletin
that publishes important information for foreign-
ers. I also got a chance to volunteer as a Japa-
nese Language teacher at shikiji nihongo
kyoshitsu (Reading and writing Japanese lan-
guage classes) at Ibaraki city of Osaka Prefec-
ture. This place will always be in my memory,
as they encouraged me to write something in
Japanese Language for a competition. The
theme was “Human Rights and Discrimination”.
Very tough! But being a part of the team I had
to participate.

Interestingly they also gave opportunity to
my student who was a teacher from America,
at an international school and a professional
painter. I attempted to write a sanbunshi (a
prose in a poetic style also known as ‘Prose
Poem’ ). It was the best moment for me when
my first and only piece of literary work was not
only selected to send for the competition but it
also won a prize for me. Just have a look on

that work.
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I thank the Almighty for sending me to to Osaka University.

this marvelous place, 1.e. Osaka and moreover
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