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paeseEyn (4he) etigEei2  Emil Malthe Andersen

Being a regular course student at the Graduate School of Letters

7N — O BB

My name is Emil Malthe Andersen, and I am
from Denmark, where I also took my bachelor’
s degree in Japanese studies. I was accepted
as a Research Student at the Faculty of Letters,
Osaka University in April 2020 (though not
being able to travel to Japan until October
2020) and entered the Japanese history master’
s program with a focus on ancient Japanese
history in April 2021.

I do have previous experience as a short-term
foreign student both in Japan and at Osaka
University, but being a regular course student
has been a totally different experience: All
classes are in Japanese, and in the beginning
it was certainly a challenge, but by now it does
not feel that much different from taking classes
in English or my native tongue. Additionally, as
there are just about no other foreign students
in the classes I take, I, of course, stand out.
Nonetheless, everybody has been kind and
welcoming. If your Japanese language abilities
are there, I can definitely recommend entering a
regular course at the Faculty of Letters.

Though I have only been here for a little more
than a year, I can already say that; having
wanted to do research on ancient Japanese
history for a long time, entering the master’s
program at Osaka University has been extremely
academically rewarding. Reading non-translated
historical sources together with 10+ people
who also focus on the same period in Japanese
history as myself and being able to regularly
discuss mine and other’s research in depth has
been indispensable for my studies. Similarly in-
depth studies would likely have been nearly
impossible outside of Japan.

In general, I have been impressed by the hard
work and dedication of my fellow students. This

has been a definite strong point of studying at

Osaka University.

As I arrived in Japan during the pandemic, I
have still not experienced life at the Graduate
School of Letters in non-pandemic times. The
laboratory (there is a laboratory for each of
the majors at the Graduate School of Letters) I
am connected to, usually hosts a large number
of events throughout the year, but all of them
have been cancelled or held online during the
pandemic. However, being connected to my
laboratory has still been able to provide a place
on campus for study and discussion with fellow
students as well as a tight-knit community to be
a part of.

All in all, T would say that being connected
to the Japanese history laboratory has been the
best part of studying at Osaka University.

Me at the entrance to Toyonaka Campus
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