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Studying at Osaka University

1EREEsES 4 04sEs  Anna Hoffmann
SHREBSAE  (RAW  N\AFILAILTAE)

This is already my second time to study at
Osaka University. During the academic term of
2015-2016, I had been studying at the Center
for Japanese Language and Culture (CJLC) on
Minoh Campus and even though I made many
great experiences there, I was initially hesitant
to return. I simply could not imagine to spend
another year in the vicinity of Osaka without
all my international friends, that I made during
my first stay, around. At the same time, being
determined to come back to Japan, I could not
see myself studying anywhere else either. But
before long, upon hearing from my German
sempai how much they had grown academically
and personally through their exchange at Osaka
University’s Graduate School of Letters, I made
my decision. In retrospective, I am really glad
about this.

From the very beginning, the staff of Osaka
University’s Graduate School of Letters was
very supportive and helped me and my fellow
colleagues from Heidelberg University to
manage the administrative process. When we
arrived, we were warmly welcomed and there
was not one single moment that we would feel
out of place. Being quite different from my
first experience at Osaka University, this time
I attend my classes on Toyonaka Campus. I
have been taking classes in English, Japanese
and French, which enabled me to gain many
new insights, inside and outside my original
field of study. Taking classes taught in Japanese
alongside regular students was definitely not
an easy task at first. It took me a fair amount
of time to cram vocabulary as well as kanji.
The switch between these different languages
in my daily life as well turned out to be quite
challenging but I am confident that I will profit
from these things a lot in the long term. At
least regarding classes taught in Japanese, I can
already see the improvements step by step.

Apart from the academic environment, I enjoy
the huge living standard of Osaka. Since I am
living in the city of Minoh, I often find myself
strolling in Minoh’s national park that is famous
for its waterfall and that is just a short walk
away from my apartment. Especially during

autumn, I liked viewing the mountainous
scenery with its lushly colored maple trees. But
during other seasons as well, the path leading
up to the waterfall is worth a stroll, let alone the
opportunity to buy there momiji tempura, fried
maple leaves, Minoh’s local specialty.

A trip to central Osaka, too, is always worth
it. Being a 30 minute train ride away, central
Osaka offers urban flair, that stands in contrast
with Minoh and the its other surrounding
cities. Since it is located in close proximity to
other cities such as Kyoto, Nara and Kobe, I
am planning on taking more advantage of this
during the spring term, when, hopefully, the
weather will allow for outdoor activities again
and the cherry blossom season will begin.
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