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When the second
opportunity for me
to study abroad in
Japan came up, I
was adamant that
it take place in
Osaka. My reasons
were threefold:
first, during my

| previous study

T abroad experience

when I had a
chance to visit Osaka for a weekend, it made a
lasting impression on me. The city itself seemed
exciting and beautiful; furthermore, it turned out
that all the stereotypes were true, and Kansai
people really were incredibly friendly and laid-
back. Second, I had a friend who had studied
abroad in Osaka and she recommended it to
me highly, saying that she couldn’t have hoped
for a better experience. The third reason is
that Osaka is famous for okonomiyaki, and I love
okonomiyaki.

Fortunately, my hopes were realized and this
time, I'm in Osaka for a year. All in all, it’s even
more beautiful and exciting than I’d imagined.
The area I live in gives me a great view of the
hills changing colour as the seasons change,
and every weekend there are things to do in
Umeda, or even in Dotonbori if I'm up to the

trek. If I get the time, I’d like to travel around to

DA SN AL TR DO ANL S D70 D iR S
nE Lz,
FADSAIEINC Y B Z B E oI5 7D,
ThERU K ) ICAERICH AT 2 B D552 [\ 7
LTl ROWEGELDZ A UK > TV BT
D—NZ e nUEFENTT,

visit friends in Kyoto, Kanazawa, and Shikoku as
well.

That’s not to say that study abroad is all
sunshine and roses, however. I’'ve moved
countries fairly often in my life, or at least more
often than average, and even after all this time
there’s still things that are difficult. The abrupt
change in diet is hard on your body. Bedding
is different from country to country, which may
sound inconsequent, but doesn’t feel that way
once it’s taken you weeks to get a solid night’s
sleep. Most of all, the language barrier can be
genuinely frustrating at times. What makes the
difference is that at Osaka University there are
plenty of instruments in place to help foreign
exchange students overcome that hurdle. From
logistical aspects such as finding an apartment
- I myself received a ton of help from Handai’s
MyRoom office, where they did everything,
including driving me to promising apartments,
calling the utilities, and drafting up a contract -
to setting you up with conversation (“tandem”)
partners, to providing tutoring services for study
abroad students, Osaka University is here to
help. As a Master’s course student, I was even
given access to the Literature and Environment
Department, together with the associated
resources. Moving to a new country can be
scary, but it helps to know you’re not doing it
without help.
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