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My Semester at Osaka University

o B #REEFE Lopez Liendo Valentina

My exchange at Osaka University has
certainly been a very interesting experience.

I can honestly say that I have learned a lot,

and advice anyone who is interested to take
the chance and study a semester abroad.
Coming to Osaka was my first time to travel
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to Japan also, so there were many different
things for me to learn. From registering at the
City Office to opening a bank account — all in
Japanese — all these transactions were little
hurdles everyone has to pass if one wishes
to spend time abroad. Even signing up for
classes becomes difficult in a foreign language.
However, it is nothing that cannot be
overcome, particularly taking into account the
kindness and patience of the Osaka University
International Affairs Office staff, as well as the
help provided by the Support Office.

Born in Venezuela, I grew up in Germany,
so I can say fairly confidently that I am used
to moving between different cultures. Yet,
studying somewhere else turned out to be
a very unique experience for me, since one
can experience the different educational
systems and approaches first hand. I found it
interesting to learn that cultural differences
cannot only be felt in every day interactions,
but that differences can also be felt in how
institutions are organized, in how they work
and function. To provide an example: I am
used to writing term papers at the end of the
semester alone; these term papers being an
average of 12 to 15 pages, longer than the
L A — b I have been required to write here in
Osaka University, some of them to be handed
in at mid-term, and at the end of term as well.
Moreover, relationships like the sempai-kohai
one are also something that does not exist in
Germany, and thus, it was very interesting for
me to experience Japanese campus life first
hand during this semester. Not to mention
that I had the opportunity to meet so many
interesting people — teachers, fellow exchange
students, as well as the Japanese students I
met and made friends with all made my stay
very enjoyable.

Additionally, I found the classes offered
at Osaka University highly interesting. I am

grateful that I had the opportunity to audit
Professor Hashimoto’s class on Orientalism
and Comparative Literature, during which
I not only deepened my knowledge on the
issue, but also, as an added bonus so to speak,
learned the Japanese vocabulary to discuss
these issues. I consider myself lucky to have
been under Professor Hashimoto’s supervision
during my stay at Osaka University; he has
provided me with helpful guidance for my
future studies and my future research for my
graduation thesis.

As for my remaining stay in Japan, I plan
to travel. I came to Japan in time to witness
its beautiful autumn, and went to Kyoto for
momijigari, which I greatly enjoyed. I plan to
travel to Tokyo in the next month, once the
weather allows it, but before I plan to visit
Hiroshima and several places in the region,
such as Nara and Kyoto. I hope it warms up
the next few weeks enough for me to be able
to enjoy the sakura blossoms. And if not, I am
sure this will not be my last time in Japan.
I am very thankful for this opportunity, and
hope to be able to return to this wonderful

country soon.
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