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A Glance at Osaka University’s Lifestyle

and Culture

BAEY RS
Jason Emmanuelle

My exchange at Osaka University has
allowed me to deepen my understanding
of Japan from new perspectives I had not
imagined. After having lived in Japan for a
year in 2012, I was eager to come back to
Japan to study as a university student. Having
a grasp of the language, culture and a good
network of friends, I did not imagine myself
encountering any major new difficulties.

However, student life proved to be much
different to my student life back home, and it
has allowed me to develop a more intimate
relationship and understanding of Japanese
youth and society.

Classes are taught in a very different style to
how they are taught at my home university,
Monash University, in Australia. Despite
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having a much higher population and density,
my classes at Osaka University were quite
cosy, and I found myself having multiple
classes with the same people through
sheer coincidence. This really assisted me
in a familiarising myself with the School of
Letters, and soon I would find myself running
into someone 1 knew each day on my way
to class. The concept of a decentralised
administrative system where the exam
timetables, attendance and semester calendar
is almost entirely independently decided by
the teaching professor took some getting
used to, but it allowed for students to have a
say in how they would like to manage their
time with the teacher. This also meant that
assessment tasks and requirements were
facilitated between the teachers and students
rather than the teachers and administration,
catering to the needs of those on the receiving
end.

Apart from classes, the campus itself stands
its own when it comes to university spirit
and extra-curricular engagement. There are
a wide ranges of both creative, sports and
appreciation clubs and circles each with
their own unique culture. Some of them are
high dedicated and compete to represent the
university, while others are laid-back and aim
to create an environment in which people can
enjoy meeting with students from other year
levels with similar interests. The conscious
effort a lot of these groups make to break
away from the standard age hierarchy that
separates students in Japan adds to the easy-
go-lucky vibe of the campus. At night, public
spaces become a haven for street dancing,
jugglers, magicians, a cappella groups and
brass bands.

Outside of university life, I live in the Seimei
Dormitory across from the campus. Living
in a dormitory has yet again proven to be

different to both living alone and living in
a share house. Although there are shared
facilities, having a room to yourself mean
that when you want to study or just be alone,
you have complete privacy. However, once
you step into the hallway or kitchen, you can
see messages from the people you are living
with or have company while making dinner.
Combined with the close-knit university
society, dormitory life provides another
comfortable medium to meet with people,
particularly other exchange students.

The Toyonaka campus is located at the
end of a steep hike and the area is quite
mountainous. By Japanese standards, public
transport can be a little bit inconvenient (12
minute walk to the closest station), but it
means that I use a bike as my main means
of transport. The campus itself is green and
lively, abundant with raccoons at night,
and there is a long path of trees leading to
each campus entrance. Over my time so
far, riding my bike down the same path to
either university or the local supermarket, I
have been able to admire the slow change
to the orange and red pigments of autumn,
to the now bare branches of winter. Japan
really does obey its seasons. There still
remains half-a-year for me before I end my
exchange program, and so until then I will
keep cherishing each small interaction until
the trees are fully green again, signaling the
end of my time here.

During the spring holidays, | went to Hokkaido to learn to skil
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