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My name is Anita Drexler and I am currently a
PhD student at the Department of Musicology at
Osaka University. Before coming here, I obtained
my Master’s degree in East Asian studies, with
minors in Media studies and Musicology, from
the University of Vienna, Austria.

I decided to join my lab at Osaka University
because it is currently the best place — I would
argue worldwide - to study my very niche topic,
which is historical Japanese popular music.
While people who knew about its reputation
congratulated me after I was accepted, others
were more skeptical of my choice, because for
a lot of students, pursuing a career in academia
is still often linked to getting into prestigious
European or North American universities.

However, firstly, because I believe that the
current US-and anglocentrism in academia is
bound to wane within the next decades, secondly
because at PhD level it is best to actually study
at the place you do your research on, and thirdly
because a full-ride scholarship by the Japanese
government allows me to pursue my studies quite
uninhibitedly, I am convinced that by coming
here I made the right decision for my personal
growth as well as for my career.

If T were to explain the particularities of
university life as a graduate student at Osaka
University, I would say that the major difference
is that you are expected to be more socially
involved with your institution and your academic
staff, which allows you to enjoy the benefits of a
closer professional relationship and advice that is
tailor-made to your individual needs.

In my lab, our advisors, the professors Itoh
and Wajima, are doing a great job in creating
an intellectually nourishing, cosmopolitan
atmosphere, helping their students expanding

their skill set and their networks.

Zaer w24 Anita Drexler

o)

On a university-wide scale, most other things
— student support, funding opportunities,
social gatherings — are similar to the European
experience, with the exception of library opening
hours, and the quality of housing which may
require you to adjust your expectations. Also,
since Osaka University can pride itself on
harboring a considerable pool of bright and
open-minded spirits, making friends has been a
smooth sail.

Overall, I recommend pursuing their studies
at Osaka University to people who have a plan
on how to utilize a degree from a top-ranking
Japanese institution, appreciate high academic
quality, are willing to invest in building social

relationships and are ideally fully funded.

At Osaka University music lab

R - BT ASEHER - XFEE EREEE
BITERER - BN\ R EA VTV T4 - EEML
¥ {7 H 20245383180

T560-8532 EHPiFRILAT1-5




