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i i . : o EEEAY-@iegEe 1% Lin Jianhong
Having studied at Osaka University for a while S

My name is Jianhong Lin. 'm in the first year
of my PhD course here at the Graduate School
of Letters (Humanities) at Osaka University, after
finishing my 6-month-long research student
course and my master’s degree in March 2022.

At the very beginning, I needed to take an
enrollment test to be a research student. I still
remember that I and all the other candidates
were in suits, gathered at the reception for the
test, and later that an assistant staff guided us
to a waiting room for each of our interviews.
In the waiting room there were many lovely
decorations: a hand fan with characters in
cursive style, a kabuki-like doll, and outside
I could see the buildings in their simple and
unadorned style. My thoughts went right away
to what I’d watched in anime or some Japanese

dramas. More impressively, as we walked into

the research and teaching building, everything
was very quiet and peaceful. The academic | |
and cultural environments were very different !

from my home country which made me want to '#

explore them more.

In general, professors here do scholarly

research rigorously, and provide us with a &4

variety of curriculums on topics such as gender,
language socialization, etc. Japanese studies
students are very hardworking, especially when

it comes to subjects that they’re interested

in. However, campus life is not only about
studying and academics. During lunch break,
my fellow students and I always sit together to
have our own obento and share our latest news.
The university provides open spaces like the
language café and interesting workshops. I have
never felt bored or lonely because I am always
surrounded by active and enthusiastic people.

Osaka University’s overall feeling is unique.
I would describe it as a sense of unity and
harmony, and at the same time full of creativity
and inspiration. Osaka University gives us a lot
of space and a great deal of resources. I believe
that both students that know what they want
and those that are still looking for what they
like will enjoy their school life here, and receive

the tools to achieve their own success.

Me at Umeda, the City Center of Osaka
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