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The Rgveda and its mythology: diverse historical sources and internal developments

Michael WITZEL (/N—1 7 — R R4 BRI ~OEER)

This talk explores the ultimate Proto-Indo-European, subsequent western Central Asian, Bactrian, and
Hindukush sources of Rgvedic religion, ritual and mythology. Employing linguistic, archaeological and
genetic data, it is shown how the Indo-European basis is overlaid by influences from the Central Asian
Highlands, the Bactria-Margiana Archaeological Complex, and by those from the Hindukush populations.

The putative impact of the Indus Civilization and further internal Vedic developments too are discussed.
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Indra among the Kalasha: The Chaumos Winter Solstice festival

Michael WITZEL (NN—T 7 — R RZAEHIR KRR FHA~VEER)
The Kalasha people of Chitral (NW Pakistan) have preserved their old Indo-Aryan religion and rites.
Their winter solstice festival (Chaumos) focuses on the role of Indra as an annual visitor, his heroic deeds
and gifts. Many of his characteristics and exploits recall the Vedic Indra. This talk presents a comparison

of the Kalasha and Vedic data.



