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Embracing the Unreachable Other: The Development of Motoo Fujiwara’s Speculative Conception
of the Relationship between “You’ and T’
Naruhiko Mikado

Introduction

Although Motoo Fujiwara, Bump of Chicken’s composer-cum-lyricist, is a prominent artist in
Japan, thete’s been little research on his tunes, whose lyrics are indeed highly eligible for criticism.
This presentation explains how his perspective toward the ‘I-You unknowability’, the unknowability
between ‘one and the other’, has evolved: Fujiwara has, while consistently admitting its existence,
gradually become more positive therewith. The first part, introducing younger Fujiwara’s idea of it,
explains “Monologue” provided the first indication of the turn; the second part illustrates that with
“Route 667, Fujiwara began seeing the unreachability with ‘positive resignation’; the next part shows
that with “Fighter”, he presented his own sort of solution by exp/icitly articulating that one could accept
the other with all her/his unfathomable propetties. The concluding part suggests directions for future

studies, and summarizes my argument.

“Monologue”

Fujiwara’s attitude to the ‘I-You unknowability’ hasn’t been uniform; in his early pieces,
Fujiwara, deeming it as unpleasant, had avoided tackling it. Therein, the narrator speaks resignedly of
the inability to reach the other.

Contra, “Monologue” signalizes itself, showing a budding sign of an affirmative outlook. As
the opening line: “say, what do you think is tenderness?” attests (Fujiwara, 2007), its keynote is
undoubtedly tenderness; yet, the ‘I-You unknowability’ haunts like low-pitched sounds. In the
succeeding verses intended for the other, the narrator dissects the self-centeredness of tenderness:

Even if I try to live for you, it is indeed for me.

[...]

I just want to be regarded as good by others; I just impose myself [upon you.

I’'m not tender; I want to be so; I don’t know how [to be tender]. (Fujiwara, 2007)

One can easily locate the narrator’s bleak perception of the unreachability; yet thereafter, one could
glimpse the poet’s transitioning thought. Surely the narrator again laments the chasm: “everyone just
wants to be considered good by others, and sells oneself/ I'm not tender; I want to be so; 'm the
worst”, and then reiterates: “I just impose myself [upon you]”; nonetheless, she/he draws a positive
conclusion:

Say, what do you think is tenderness? We don’t have to think of it any longer.

IFs true: unbeknownst to us, we've made it; e 've met it between us two” (Fujiwara, 2007).

The tune ends herewith; still, interpreters should heed Fujiwara’s slightly altered stance. He may have

noticed that, even if one cannot gain complete access to the other, they can be together and discover



something in common. Certainly, one can descry only an inkling of the orientation herein; yet,

Fujiwara’s positive turn would become clearer in “Route 66”.

“Route 66”

Included in the sixth album Cosmonant, “Route 66” marked a watershed in how Fujiwara would
thenceforth (re)conceptualize the unreachability. That turn could be characterized by ‘positive
resignation’.

One mayn’t recognize that orientation in the opening lines informing us that the narrator is
being addressed by an individual, whom she/he would later call “you” and “the dear person”. But
then the narrator confesses she/he cannot understand what the intetlocutor is speaking because
she/he is “so desperate to be loved”; then she/he tecounts an incident wherein “the dear person shed
tears” upon knowing some facets of the narrator’s past which had been “wnknown” (Fujiwara, 2010).
The unreachability is deftly treated here—the natrator finds herself/himself incapable of
comprehending the words of the precious person beside her/him, while those aspects the narrator
had hidden made the other perturbed to tears.

They may seem manifestations of Fujiwara’s pessimistic perspective. But notable is the
following line: “I was glad to be beside [you|” (Fujiwara, 2010). The earlier Fujiwara wouldn’t have
written such a positive sentiment on an occasion where the narrator must be aware of the gulf. The
lyrics continue followingly:

If I lose my voice, I won’t maintain myself; will you say “I love you™ notwithstanding?

Please give me just a word of praise; only therewith, I will trust everything. (Fujiwara, 2010)

These sentences suggest Fujiwara’s evolving outlook. The narrator divulges uncertainty; yet, she/he
unhesitatingly discloses the will to “trust everything”. Albeit finding no solution, the narrator,
undeterred, resolves to “trust everything”. Never gainsaying the reality that one cannot comprehend
the other exhaustively, Fujiwara insinuates that one can opt to brave the unknowability and to trust
the other on one’s own initiative, instead of waiting to be trusted.

The remaining lines corroborate this point. True, the narrator once more betrays
apprehension; notwithstanding, she/he maintains the determination to believe in the other o his own
initiative: “You can continue being yourself if you lose me; will you still be with me? Please caress me
with your palm, and, just therewith, I'l] keep my bearf” (Fujiwara, 2010). Thereafter, the narrator asks the
other to trust him. The narrator cannot ensure that the other would react accordingly; nonetheless,
she/he, metely inviting the other “not to doubt only this”, proclaims that she/he “would raise her/his
voice, stand up, and sing out” (Fujiwara, 2010), thus voicing again resolution to count on the other of
her/ his own accord. Perhaps the other wouldn’t accommodate the behest; still, it doesn’t matter. You can
trust the other first by yourself.

The closing lines must be mentioned lastly: “Thank you for having lived until I found you,
and for having found me/ In this wotld you chose, this song is born” (Fujiwata, 2010). Here Fujiwara

confirms his emerging perspective: it is at least possible for one to trust the other of her/ his own will, i.c.




positively, and that one’s positive, courageous attempt could elicit the othet’s positive response. This
attitude could be called ‘positive resignation’. Though this proposal is valuable, Fujiwara didn’t end

his quest; the next stride came with “Fighter”.

“Fighter”

“Fightet” opens with the lone narrator hinting her/his angst. The following stanzas implicate
that the narrator is on the verge of being engulfed by it. One may complain that a concern for the ‘I-
You unknowability’ is not recognizable; yet, remarkable is the latter part of the song after the last two
lines of the first chorus, which read: “After many have gone/ one has remained, tenaciously remained”
(Fujiwara, 2016).

The following verses reveal the “one” denotes the dearest other—namely “you”—for the
narrator, and communicate how the two existences have endeavored to approach one another. The
second chorus and the stanza succeeding it are decidedly noteworthy since they bespeak Fujiwara’s
positive perspective in more explicit language than “Route 667, and offer his own sort of answet.

The chorus begins with the following statement: “The mere fact that you exist/ makes my
entire life shine”; thereupon, after two lines, the narrator issues an impressive proclamation: “Even as
we are still unknown to one another/ 1 will be beside, beside you, closest to you” (Fujiwara, 2016). It is momentous
the narrator states both one’s impossibility to understand the other and the intention to be beside the
other in such ditect, clear words.

Surely, the next stanza imparts some uneasiness. But the narrator never recoils thereat: “I will
grab your hand, which had grabbed mine” (Fujiwara, 2016). The narrator again uncovers his will to
physically approach the other. The song is terminated with an averment revealing a similar intention: “I
won’t leave you, will always be beside you/ [...] be closest to you” (Fujiwara, 2016).

“Fighter” unfolds further sophistication of Fujiwara’s philosophy towards the ‘I-You
unknowability’. Fujiwara, having probably deduced that the effort to interpret the other being must
be endless, now urged one to accept the other in her/his entirety with all the incomptehensible
qualities in both physical and mental terms.

Trusting and accepting the essentially impenetrable other as a whole demands valor; yet,
“Route 66” and “Fighter” prod us to perform it, intimating that overall acceptance makes the ground

zero from which to create a genuine bond with the ultimately unknowable other.

Conclusion

His recent songs maintain interest in the ‘I-You unknowability’; still, this presentation cannot
include their dissections. This part gives a sketch for prospective studies and then concludes the
discussion.

Among recent songs wherein consideration for the unreachability is identifiable, “Ribbon”

and “The New World” distinguish themselves. The former proffers a practical proposition for one to



march together with the other, while the latter, emphasizing the contingency of the encounter with
and the existence of the other, indicates how precious it is merely to be with the other being.

Another intriguing issue is a parallel between Fujiwara’s wotldview and several contemporary
philosophies. His idea of the relation between two beings looks similar to some basic concepts of
Speculative Realists, especially to Graham Harman’s notion of “withdrawal”. Although it’d require
intelligence and knowledge, analyses of their correlations would yield thought-provoking results.

The research into Bump of Chicken and Fujiwara has only just begun, and this is a limited
examination. For instance, one may regard Fujiwara’s eye for nonhuman existences as correlative with
the theories of Donna Haraway and Jane Bennett.

Fujiwara is ultimately unknowable; I don’t assume that my presentation captured his essence;
yet, at least I can conclude that Fujiwara’s texts give each of us opportunities to review the relationship

with the dearest othet.
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RS A & Veridicality
SUEFBGH M1 RS i
1. ICt®Iiz
AFERNT IR OEBN BN must \ 23025 TIEASRMESAT ) (EEHQ006) DBl AR/ L. %
NHHEATHIATE D X il oS 2 1_4ET 5.

2. FRERAHIED must
2.1, FERRMESAE

BB ORFRIL, G558 OHEIRIZ K o TH DAV BN 5 208 2 K780 H
Bl MEAENMIZEDLOZRBET A, BAREETH D I L 2R TRIFEWAED 2 fFHIC
KAlESND, FEETIEOTRT £ 1T, B CEEFENERBAARFER O &6 5 ORI b
V&S,

(1) He may/ must be in the library now.

a. It is possible / necessary that he is in the library. [FEA]
b. He is allowed to / forced to be in the library. [FRIEA]

O XS ITIEMEENE RN E OFFIRICOW T &b 2180 OFFIRNH 155 28, must
DOHFAITIE, QDL IIC—FERDHIND D,

(2) He must be in the library tomorrow. (R AR Y]

() EQDENZ, HEdm S A7 AEPNZ (he is in the library) 23 BUED R AK D K FE T
B2, QD K D ITAENBERRR ORI A LT & & must 1IRIFHINC ULHTEIR S 72 < 72 .
OB G, JEHQ006) IR must (IZOWTIRDO X HITR/REL TV D,

() FRERAY must D IER LA
ZOMERNFITEAARRD will TEEND L )RR TH > TIR 520,
(I (2006:12))

Z DIERFKMERMILTRFRA must \ZOIHDPDLHIRTH O, B 21X he may be in the library
tomorrow CIEERFRIIARIRIY e fRIR A FIRE & 72 5,
GNTIFAD LD & 72 D7 — 2 DMFAET %,

(4) a. It must surely rain soon. (Huddleston & Pullum (2002:182))



b. The lorry must surely go tomorrow if it keeps fine. (Westney (1995:144))

OIIRFITHEE Z DHEEREEAHR L TV D, ZHUS DWW TERRQR006)1E must & surely 75 Hf#
DNTIGE DR — A L U, FERRESRGORINE LTS, UL, D EbAF Y R
WREICEB W TIL surely 7372 < TH must DASKHERZ KT Z &35 5 (Westney(1995),
(2000)),

(5) a. Something must happen next week.
b. They must arrive soon.

c. The plane must land in a few minutes. (Westney (1995:143-144))

NS DFINDIARKMRMEDBATDRFMETHL 2 EAVREN, O)bEOTMHTE S &
DI —fRAED LI L 72 D

2.2.  must @ Commitment
Must 1 IMOVEBENG & b, MENANETH D Z & %2 FiRET 5 E SV (Commitment) 3
nwEEnTW5,

(6) Context: Chris is usually in her office on Tuesdays at 3. Not always (she sometimes has to go to a
committee meeting then), but usually. It’s Tuesday at 3 o’clock, and Alex and Billy are wondering
whether Chris is free for coffee:

a. Alex: Chris oughtta/should be in her office.

b. Billy: [Opens door] No she isn’t. You were wrong.

c. Alex: [ was not! Look, I didn’t say she was in her office. I only said she ought to be. Stop
picking on me!

(7) a. Alex: It must be raining.

b. Billy: [Opens curtains] No it isn’t. You were wrong.
c. Alex: #I was not! Look, I didn’t say it was raining. I only said it must be raining. Stop picking
on me!

(# unnatural, von Fintel & Gillies (2010:366))

Should (ought to)% I\ 7=(6¢) TIL she is in her office &IZFERLTWRNEFTZHDITKIL,
must DEFE(T) TIXZNNTER, DFED must ZHW- & & FEHITHENEDNETH D
ZEaBIERLTND LR D, KEITIEZ O Commitment & Rl OBIRZBI 52N L, JE
HRKMERMAD DR R T D,




3. R T & Veridicality
3.1, BRI T

R VB OVEBEIEI I AN O HEREZEET 5, O F 0 IEBEIEIL, K8 EOGEIEE
1572 o CTEBERPICIIMENRICEH X 20 5 %5 2 LT b, ZoxREZFRF > b OEHEE
F- LI, (8)D X D1tk

(8) He may / must be in the library. [MUST /MAY: {#% 7, he is in the library: /]
a. MAY (he is in the library)
b. MUST (he is in the library)

F 72, BRI ENE SRS B O EIZH H0ERTEVW) AT HATEEZLN
%, PAST(G#Z), PRES(HITE), FUTGER)IZ(9)D & 9 A B Hig k& o,

(9) t: Evaluation time (Speech time), p: Proposition
a. [PAST (p)]t= 1 iff for some t": t'<< t.pis true at t’
b. [PRES (p)]'=1iffpistrue att
c. [FUT (p)]t= 1 iff for some t": t"> t.pistrue att”

LB ENE A B e SCERFRTEE 7 b B8 LR R T 5 & (100D & 5 1272 A (cf. Hacquard (2011)),

(10) a. He may have been in the library (yesterday). ® MAY (PAST (he be in the library))
b. He may be in the library (now). ¥ MAY (PRES (he be in the library))
c. He may be in the library (tomorrow). X MAY (FUT (he be in the library))

3.2. Veridicality

k7= 3 FHOREHIEE T & E & OBRMEICITEV DR H B, 21X, PAST (p)& FUT (p)
TR L PAST ()3 RGER t TETH LR HIE p BRL t TETHD Z EBNRFEES D,
LU FUT )t TETHDHEWVSTH p HIEN t TETHD LITRHR, 2D X5 7k
& & R Veridicality & FEOY, (1IDD X D ITEFRI D,

(11) Veridicality of temporal operators
Let F be temporal function, t, an instant or an interval.
F is veridical iff, if Fp is true at a time t, it entails that p is true at a (contextually given) time t'<t;

otherwise F is temporally nonveridical. (Giannakidou and Mari (2016:83))



CDEREONTY TILH D & PAST & PRES (% veridical Té Y  FUT (3 nonveridical T&h 5,
ZHICHASNTANEIRET D, 2F V. (12b) Tl FUT 2% nonveridical 7275 1-72 DT, (13)
IZHEDT, RS REITR S LD,

(12) a. He must be in the library now. (= (1))
MUST (PRES (he be in the library)) [veridical, Fa&MIARIFAY]
b. He must be in the library tomorrow. (= (2))
MUST (FUT (he be in the library)) [nonveridical, FE-EA/ AR ]

(13) FRFEAY must 13 Veridical 72 B E 7 & L2 5,

Z D& D ITA3)NTIEARMERMQ) BT D,

F72, (6-DITBT D must & should DIFENI(1)DIFEL D ENTE D, DFEV ., must
ITHEERE S CREAE NI ETHh D LHEm LIcmBEE R T, 972 LQ)DKBIE Rx 5H(4-5)
HAtANAREE 72 D, (@) TlE surely 5 Commitment Z=5d @& 2 L TCWD EWVWz D, )T
HRFITH Z D HRETIEH D 03(14-15) &[5 U L 912 veridical ZRWfflEHE T- & Hicfibh T
HEVWZD, EVIDOBLIFETIIA T V2 — LR E - TH RS04, BT 5 H
IRBLZ(15) D86, BMIBIER CREDO MK E LRI TX 5025 Th % (Huddleston & Pullum
(2002:131-132)),

(14) The Olympic Games in Tokyo begin in July, 2020.
(15) The next high tide is around 4 this afternoon. (Huddleston & Pullum (2002:131))

R ]
AL TIER, SRR must (2OWT, RS - T Veridicality S5k 2422 LT,
ZHUT Lo TR TR A e > T RN DWW T b T 5 2 L 2Rk LT,
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